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In the occupied zone Maurras has lost the support of
many of the faithful.
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EX-SERVICEMEN'S ORGANISATIONS

WHAT has become of the ex-servicemen's organisations?
In the unoccupied zone they have followed Petain, even
in his mistakes. They have formed the Legion, a national
organisation for spying on behalf of the collaborationist
Government. After having taken the solemn oath of
Verdun, "Us ne passeront pas!", they now swear an oath
to the Marshal, just as to-morrow they will swear another
oath to anyone who will promise to continue their pensions
and allow them to wear their medal ribbons.

In these days oaths are sworn easily, it has become
a custom in France. Furthermore, if one swears an oath
it is always with the intention of retracting it later.
Loyalty is sworn, not given.

The Vichy news-reels show ex-servicemen, in their tens
of thousands, cheering Marshal Petain during a propa-
ganda tour of towns in the unoccupied zone. Yesterday,
in the same towns, they cheered M. Albert Lebrun and
every successive Minister of Pensions. To-morrow, they
will cheer someone else as frantically. These spectacular
demonstrations have no real importance, they impress
only the easily moved and hysterical.

In the occupied zone, the Germans have dissolved
all the ex-servicemen's associations except the Union
Federale, President, Henri Pichot; the Union Nationate
des MutiUs et Combattants, of which Georges Rivollet, a
notorious "collaborator," is secretary; and the Union
Nationale des Combattants, which has as President the
"collaborator" Jean Goy, an ex-deputy who, before the
war, was a member of the Comite Franco-Allemagne,
founded by none other than M. Fernand de Brinon,
Ambassador of Vichy ... in Paris.
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